Prayer Lessons from Blind Bartimaeus

"Now they came to Jericho. As He went out of Jericho with His disciples and a great multitude,
blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the road begging. And when he heard that it was
Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” Then
many warned him to be quiet; but he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”
So Jesus stood still and commanded him to be called. Then they called the blind man, saying to
him, “Be of good cheer. Rise, He is calling you.” And throwing aside his garment, he rose and
came to Jesus. So Jesus answered and said to him, “What do you want Me to do for you?” The
blind man said to Him, “Rabboni, that I may receive my sight.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go
your way; your faith has made you well.” And immediately he received his sight and followed
Jesus on the road." (Mark 10:46-52)

1. Be Persistent

Blind Bartimaeus was persistent in his prayers. He did not give up after his first cry of mercy to
the Lord Jesus. Though he was not heard the first time, yet he was persistent in his cry until the
Lord heard him and answered his prayers. Jesus said “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and
you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who
seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened” (Matt. 7:7-8). God wants us to keep
asking; to keep seeking; and to keep knocking. The Lord Jesus said that the man who came to his
friend at midnight (Luke 11:5-8) was heard because of “his persistence” (Luke 11:8).

2. Be Persevering

Blind Bartimaeus persevered in his prayers despite many obstacles around him. He overcame all
discouragements of people around him that tried to hinder him from crying out to the Lord Jesus
for healing. The bible says that we are to pray “always with all prayer and supplication in the
Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication” (Eph. 6:18) and that we
ought to “continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving” (Col. 4:2).

3. Be Specific

Blind Bartimaeus was specific in his prayers. He told the Lord Jesus what he desired. The Lord
Jesus asked him “What do you want Me to do for you?”” (Mark 10:51) and Blind Bartimaeus
answered “Rabboni, that [ may receive my sight ” (Mark 10:51). We need to be specific in our
prayers. Though God knows everything we need before we ask (Matt. 6:8) yet God wants his
children to come with specific needs crying out “Give us this day our daily bread” (Matt. 6:11).

4. Be Believing

Blind Bartimaeus had faith that the Lord Jesus was able to heal him. If he did not have faith, he
would not have bothered to cry out to the Lord Jesus. Jesus told Blind Bartimaeus, before healing
him, that “your faith has made you well” (Mark 10:52). Even so we need to have faith in the
prayer-answering and prayer-hearing God. Jesus said “Therefore I say to you, whatever things



you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them” (Mark 11:24).
God does not like unbelief in His people and often does not work when there is unbelief in His
people (Matt. 13:58; James 1:5-8). The bible says that “without faith it is impossible to please

Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who
diligently seek Him” (Heb. 11:6).

5. Be Thankful

Blind Bartimaeus was thankful after he received his healing from the Lord Jesus. He did not
forget His benefits. He was not like those nine lepers who turned away and quickly forgot what
the Lord Jesus did to them (Luke 17:11-19). We read in the second account of the story of Blind
Bartimaeus in Luke 18:43 that after he received his sight, Bartimaeus followed the Lord Jesus
“glorifying God and all the people when they saw it, gave praise to God” (Luke 18:43). Even so
we ought to be thankful. The bible says when we come to God in prayer we are to bring our
thanksgiving also. We read in Philippians 4:6-7: “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the

peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through
Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:6-7).
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