
Waiting on God

Wait on the Lord; Be of good courage, And He shall strengthen your heart; Wait, I say, 
on the Lord! (Psalm 27:14)

e live in a fast-paced world.  We want everything now.  We have 
microwaves, fast-food restaurants, credit cards, etc.  This has made 
an impact on Christianity as well.  We forgot how to wait on God.  We 

forget that it is a virtue to wait on the Lord.  We want everything now even in our 
prayers. We want God to answer our prayers in our own time.  We no longer 
have the “patience of unanswered prayer.”

Patience is a virtue

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. (Galatians 
5:22-23)

For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed 
from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many 
sorrows. But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness. (1 Timothy 6:10-11)

But as for you, speak the things which are proper for sound doctrine: that the 
older men be sober, reverent, temperate, sound in faith, in love, in patience;
(Titus 2:1-2)

And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence to the full 
assurance of hope until the end, that you do not become sluggish, but imitate 
those who through faith and patience inherit the promises. (Hebrews 6:11-12)

But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking nothing. (James 1:4)

Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for Him; Do not fret because of him who 
prospers in his way, Because of the man who brings wicked schemes to pass.
(Psalm 37:7)

…The patient in spirit is better than the proud in spirit. (Ecclesiastes 7:8)
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Rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer; (Romans 
12:12)

And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, 
patient, (2 Timothy 2:24)

And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise. (Hebrews 6:15)

Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer 
waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it receives the 
early and latter rain. You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of 
the Lord is at hand. (James 5:7-8)

Examples of those who waited on God

Job in his suffering

My brethren, take the prophets, who spoke in the name of the Lord, as an 
example of suffering and patience. Indeed we count them blessed who endure. 
You have heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by the 
Lord—that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful. (James 5:10-11)

The Persistent Widow in prayer

Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose 
heart, saying: “There was in a certain city a judge who did not fear God nor 
regard man. Now there was a widow in that city; and she came to him, saying, 
‘Get justice for me from my adversary.’ And he would not for a while; but 
afterward he said within himself, ‘Though I do not fear God nor regard man, yet 
because this widow troubles me I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming 
she weary me.’ ” Then the Lord said, “Hear what the unjust judge said. And shall 
God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He 
bears long with them? I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, 
when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:1-8)

Examples of those who did not wait on the Lord

Abraham

God made a promise to Abraham when he was seventy-five years old that He 
would make him a great nation and multiply his seed but God did not fulfill His 
promise until Abraham was one hundred years old. Abraham had to wait on God 
all this time and he did not know when God was going to answer.  He and Sarah 



became restless and impatient and tried to fulfill God’s promise in their own time 
by taking Hagar as a wife.

Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. And she had an Egyptian 
maidservant whose name was Hagar. So Sarai said to Abram, “See now, the 
Lord has restrained me from bearing children. Please, go in to my maid; perhaps 
I shall obtain children by her.” And Abram heeded the voice of Sarai. Then Sarai, 
Abram’s wife, took Hagar her maid, the Egyptian, and gave her to her husband 
Abram to be his wife, after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan.
(Genesis 16:1-3)

Bible Promises to Claim While Waiting on God

But those who wait on the Lord Shall renew their strength; They shall mount up 
with wings like eagles, They shall run and not be weary, They shall walk and not 
faint. (Isaiah 40:31)

Wait on the Lord; Be of good courage, And He shall strengthen your heart; Wait, 
I say, on the Lord! (Psalm 27:14)

To You, O Lord, I lift up my soul. O my God, I trust in You; Let me not be 
ashamed; Let not my enemies triumph over me. Indeed, let no one who waits on 
You be ashamed; Let those be ashamed who deal treacherously without cause.
(Psalm 25:1-3)

Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for Him; Do not fret because of him who 
prospers in his way, Because of the man who brings wicked schemes to pass. 
Cease from anger, and forsake wrath; Do not fret—it only causes harm. For 
evildoers shall be cut off; But those who wait on the Lord, They shall inherit the 
earth. (Psalm 37:7-9)

Wait on the Lord, And keep His way, And He shall exalt you to inherit the land; 
When the wicked are cut off, you shall see it. (Psalm 37:34)

I waited patiently for the Lord; And He inclined to me, And heard my cry. He also 
brought me up out of a horrible pit, Out of the miry clay, And set my feet upon a 
rock, And established my steps. He has put a new song in my mouth— Praise to 
our God; Many will see it and fear, And will trust in the Lord. (Psalm 40:1-3)

My soul, wait silently for God alone, For my expectation is from Him. (Psalm 
62:5)



Therefore the Lord will wait, that He may be gracious to you; And therefore He 
will be exalted, that He may have mercy on you. For the Lord is a God of justice; 
Blessed are all those who wait for Him. (Isaiah 30:18)

For since the beginning of the world Men have not heard nor perceived by the 
ear, Nor has the eye seen any God besides You, Who acts for the one who waits 
for Him. (Isaiah 64:4)

The Lord is good to those who wait for Him, To the soul who seeks Him. It is 
good that one should hope and wait quietly For the salvation of the Lord.
(Lamentations 3:25-26)

GOD OFTEN DELAYS IN ANSWERING PRAYER

By Charles Spurgeon

“Therefore will the Lord wait that He may be gracious unto you."
Isaiah 30:18

GOD OFTEN DELAYS IN ANSWERING PRAYER. We have several instances of this in 
sacred Scripture. Jacob did not get the blessing from the angel until near the dawn of 
day - he had to wrestle all night for it. The poor woman of Syrophenicia was answered 
not a word for a long while. Paul besought the Lord thrice that "the thorn in the flesh" 
might be taken from him, and he received no assurance that it should be taken away, 

but instead thereof a promise that God's grace should be sufficient for him. If thou
hast been knocking at the gate of mercy, and hast received no answer, shall I tell thee 

why the mighty Maker hath not opened the door and let thee in?

Our Father has reasons peculiar to Himself for thus keeping us
waiting. Sometimes it is to show His power and His sovereignty, that men may know that 

Jehovah has a right to give or to withhold. More frequently the delay is for our profit. 
Thou art perhaps kept waiting in order that thy desires may be more fervent. God knows 

that delay will quicken and increase desire, and that if He keeps thee waiting thou wilt 
see thy necessity more clearly, and wilt seek more earnestly; and that thou wilt prize the 

mercy all the more for its long tarrying. There may also be something wrong in thee 
which has need to be removed, before the joy of the Lord is given. Perhaps thy views of 
the Gospel plan are confused, or thou mayest be placing some little reliance on thyself, 

instead of trusting simply and entirely to the Lord Jesus. Or, God makes thee tarry 
awhile that He may the more fully display the riches of His

grace to thee at last. Thy prayers are all filed in heaven, and if not
immediately answered they are certainly not forgotten, but in a little while shall be 

fulfilled to thy delight and satisfaction. Let not
despair make thee silent, but continue instant in earnest supplication.

Teach me the patience of unanswered prayer!
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